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MAJOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN EDUCATIONAL (E), 
ASSEMBLY (A), AND BUSINESS (B) OCCUPANCIES 

 
 

• El Occupancy requires fire sprinkler systems with some exceptions 
(904.2.4.1). Some A and B occupancy types do not require fire sprinkler 
systems (904.2). 

• E Occupancies require fire alarms for occupancy loads over 50 
persons.  Some A and B occupancies do not require fire alarms. 

• Panic hardware must be installed on doors in E Occupancies with an 
occupancy load of 50 or more (I 007.3.1 0).  There are some exceptions 
for panic hardware in A occupancies (1007.2.5).  B Occupancies don't 
have this requirement. 

• E Occupancies have special exiting requirements not found in A or B 
Occupancies (1007.3). 

• Number of plumbing fixtures required are greater in E Occupancies 
than A or B (2905). 

• E and A Occupancies must front directly on a public street or an exit 
discharge of not less that 20 feet in width.  B Occupancies do not have 
this requirement. 

 
 


